"CURTIS"

leisure was found peculiar by many people, for it consisted
either in sitting at the wheel of his car for hours at a time,
or lunching with his legal friends and talking on the subject
that was his work. One of his pleasures was to take lunch,
at the Savoy Grill with his old friend, who stepped into his
shoes on his appointment at the London Sessions as one
of the most distinguished leaders of the Criminal Bar, Mr,
St. John Hutchinson. He called him " Hutch/' and many-
were the days when Manetta could be seen showing these
two portly and genial men to their favourite table just off
the aisle in the middle of that famous meeting-place. Com-
ment in the Grill would invariably turn on what chance had
allowed these two legal luminaries to spend two hours on
a leisurely luncheon. Newspaper-men would come over
to their table to talk with Curtis, and would find him genial
as always.

He was always a favourite with newspaper-men, and
although he held strong views about the " interference "
of the press in the lives of private individuals, he raged more
strongly against that " senseless and morbid crew," the
crowd of fashionably dressed men and women who flock
to a great murder trial or a peculiar sex case. " It is disgust-
ing I " said Curtis. " They are treating this as a spectacle;
they do not know that they are watching a poor wretch
undergoing the greatest agony of his life 1 "

By the year 1930 Curtisweighed nearly twenty stone. His
doctors put him on diets, but he confessed that he could
not keep to them. They warned-him against City dinners,
which tired him out though they formed one of his great
pleasures. But though he had made attempts to spare his
constitution the great strains he put upon it, he could not
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